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To the memory of
Richard Bishop, Francis Hayes,
Collin Simeon, John Bellamy,
William Scott, Henry Hastings,
Charles Wedderburn, William Dunbarton,
Bernard Abraham, William Cartwright,
Jacob Bleau, Henry Hunt,
Michael Osbora, Peter Carey,
Thomas Leach, Francis Stephenson,
James Guy, James Porter,
William Parker, Eleanor Weston, and
Messrs. Cocker, Bendall, Atkinson, Jennings,
Reid, Bamet, Frere, Wilson,
Burton, Lyon, Hillier, Tilley, and Alsop,
who perished in the Black^Hole Prison.
Facing the Hoi well obelisk there is a red brick building
into which a marble tablet, bearing the subjoined inscrip-
tion has been inserted:
Sixteen feet behind this wall
was the entrance of the East Gate
of Old Fort William through which
the bodies of those who perished
in the Black Hole were brought and
thrown into the ditch of the ravelin
on the 21st June, 1756.
Was the Black Hole tragedy the result of nothing more
culpablfe than stupid negligence on the part of Suraj-ud-
daula's officers ? The reader who thinks such an explana-
tion impossible, should turn to Bosworth Smith's Life of
Lord Lawrence (Vol. II, p. 175) for an account of an
incident in which a number of refugee mutineers perished
in a bastion at Ujinwalla.
*" Little expectation was entertained of the real and awful fate which
had fallen on the remainder of the mutineers: they had anticipated, by a
few short hours, their doom ! Unconsciously the tragedy of Holwell's Black
Hole had been re-enacted. No cries had b?en heard during the night, in con-
sequence of the hubbub, tumult, and shouting of the crowds of horsemen,
police, tehsil-guards, and excited villagers. Forty-five bodies, dead
from fright, exhaus^on, fatigue, heat, and partial suffocation, were dragged
into light and consigned, in common with all other bodies, into one com-
mon pit by the hands of the village sweepers."

